Care and Maintenance

Trumpet
Musical instruments are costly to replace.  Maintaining a clean and workable instrument will not only allow for better tone quality and technique, but will help retain its value.

Materials Needed:

Valve casing brush


mouthpiece brush


flexible cleaning snake


towels (3)


washcloth or small rag


liquid dish soap (Dawn)

valve oil


Slide-Eze (tuning slide grease)
Preparation:

Fill bathtub with lukewarm (NOT HOT!) water and mild dish soap (Dawn).  Lay out one towel on the counter or floor and put another in the bottom of the bathtub to prevent scratching.  Your 3rd towel will be used for drying your instrument.

Step 1 – carefully remove valves but do not take the valves apart; lay them on the towel; do not place the valves in water.

Step 2 - remove bottom valve caps and all tuning slides; place them in bathtub if they do not have a water key. Those slides that have a water key should go on towel.  

Step 3 - submerge trumpet in water

Step 4 - Uncoil snake and run it through all tubes in trumpet; continue until no dirt comes out

Step 5 - Run clean water through all tubes of the trumpet

Step 6 – Clean the inside of the valve casing with a bore brush

Step 7 - Take each tuning slide and clean inside with snake; run clean water through

Step 8 - Run snake through tuning slides with water keys; rinse with fresh water

Step 9 - Clean each valve in the water; be careful not to submerge or get wet any area above the valve guide.  Use a rag or towel to get out any dirt inside the holes.

Step 10 - Clean mouthpiece with extra soap and mouthpiece brush

Step 11 - Take all parts out of water; lay on towel; make sure entire instrument and slides are completely dry.

Step 12 - Apply tuning slide grease on all tuning slides.  Assemble slides and wipe off excess grease.

Step 13 - Place a little valve oil on the threads of the bottom valve caps and assemble.

Step 14 – Apply valve oil to all valves and insert.  Check the number stamped on the valve to make sure you place each valve into the correct valve casing.  Feel the valve guide lock into place.  Check by turning clockwise – it shouldn’t move.
Step 15 – Clean and vacuum the inside of the case.  Put all cleaning materials away.

Step 16 – Complete the form below, detach and return it to your band teacher. 

Timetable:  How often do I need to clean my trumpet?

Oil valves - every other day


Clean Mouthpiece - once a week


Grease tuning slides – once a month


Entire instrument bath – every other month (at least once/quarter)
************************************Detach and return to band director*********************************

___________________________________________cleaned his/her instrument as demonstrated in class and outlined                                            above.

Date __________________                  Parent signature ______________________________________________  Class Hr___                                             
